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Om Shree Krishnaaya Param Brahmane Namah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
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Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
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CHATHURVVIMSATHITHAMOADDHYAAYAH (CHAPTER TWENTY-
FOUR)

Poorvvardhddhe — GovardhddhanaPooja [IndhraYaagaBhamgam]
(Worshipping Govardhddhana Mountain [Prohibiting and Breaking the
Yaaga Meant for Indhra by Gopaas])

[In this chapter we can read the story, how Sree Krishna prompted
Nandhagopar and other elderly Gopaas to stop the illogical and unwated



traditional and customary ritual of performing a Yaaga, they used to
conduct every year. While Raama and Krishna were living happily in Vraja
by tending the cows and playing with Gopa friends, Krishna noticed that the
elderly Gopaas led by Nandhagopar were very busily engaged in preparing
the arrangements for conducting a Yaaga. Despite knowing what they
were planning for, Krishna asked them innocently about their hasty
arrangements. They explained that they are going to perform a Yaaga to
please Indhra, who is the god of rain. For Gopaas rain is most essential for
their livelihood. But Krishna logically explained to them that it is not Indhra,
but Nature is the cause of rain and Govardhddhanaadhri is the provider of
livelihood for the cowherd Gopaas. The underlying intention of Krishna
was to eliminate the false pride of Indhra. Therefore, it is better and
mandatory to offer Yaaga to please Nature and Govardhddhanaadhri.
Gopaas were convinced of Krishna’s logical explanations and performed
Yaaga to please Govardhddhana. Krishna, Himself took the personified
form of Govardhddhana and consumed the offerings of Yaaga. Gopaas
were very happy that their offerings were received by Govardhddhana and
returned home with fulfilment. Please continue to read for details...]

e 3=

SreeSuka Uvaacha (Sree Suka Brahmarshi Said):
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Bhagawaanapi thathraiva Beladhevena samyuthah
Apasyannivasan Gopaanlndhrayaagakrithodhymaan.

While Krishna Who is Jegadheeswara Dhevakeesutha Vaasudheva Sree
Krishna Bhagawaan along with His brother Raama Who is Sankarshana
Rohineesutha Belabhadhra Bhagawaan living in Vraja or Gokula of
Vrindhaavana, He noticed all the Gopaas led by His father, Nandhagopar,
was busily engaged in arranging a sacrifice to appease Indhra.
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Thadhabhijnjoapi Bhagawaan Sarvvaathmaa Sarvvadhersanah
Presreyaavanathoaprichcchadhvridhddhaan Nandhapurogemaan.

Jegadheeswara Dhevakeesutha Vaasudheva Sree Krishna Bhagawaan is
Sarvvaathmaa or Sarvvaathma, meaning the Soul of everything or Soul of
all Souls. Jegadheeswara Dhevakeesutha Vaasudheva Sree Krishna
Bhagawaan is Sarvvadhersana, meaning One Who sees and knows
everything and One Who knows and One Who can see everything
happening within the minds and hearts of everyone and everything else.
Though, He was aware of the purpose of the arrangements and
preparations of Gopaas, He asked the elderly Gopaas including His father
what is it they are preparing for, as if He does not know anything at all:
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“Katthyathaam Me pithaa koayam sambhremo va upaagethah
Kim phalam Kasya chodhdhesah kena vaa saaddhyathe Makha.”

“My dear father, kindly Explain to Me what this great endeavor you are all
undertaking? Why are you all so anxious? What is needed for this hurry?
What is the purpose of it? What would be the end result of it? Who are
you trying to appease with this Yaaga or Sacrificial Ceremony? What type
of Yaaga is this? What are the paraphernalia required for this Yaaga?”
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“Ethadh broohi Mahaan kaamo mahyam susrooshave pithaa
Na hi gopyam hi saaddhoonaam krithyam Sarvvaathmanaamiha.”



“Oh, My Dear Father! It seems you have a special and intense interest in
whatever you are going to do. You look very fresh and smart while
engaging in your activity. That shows your deep interest and involvement.
Please tell me all about it. | have a great desire to hear and will hear it in
good faith. | would be very pleased. Therefore, please tell Me about it in
detail.”
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“Asthasvaparadhrishteenaamamithrodhaassthavidhvishaam
Udhaaseenoarivadhvarjjya aathmavath suhridhuchyathe.”

“One who does not think that “these” are “mine” and “those” are “yours’ or
other’'s” or One who does not think that “these” are my “friends” and the
“those” are my “enemies” and the “others” are “neutral, meaning neither a
friend nor an enemy” should be considered like an enemy. Whereas One
who considers everyone as a friend should be considered as One’s own
Self. [That is non-duality.]”
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“dnjaathvaajnjaathvaa cha karmmaani jenoayamanuthishtathi
Vidhushah karmmasidhddhih syaaththattthaa naavidhusho bhaveth.”

“Sometimes people in this world are performing activities with full
understanding of what they are doing and what they are performing.
Sometimes people are performing activities without having an
understanding of what they are doing. Those who know what they are
doing would achieve positive results for their activities, whereas ignorant
people do not achieve the intented result for their activities.”
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“Thathra thaavath kriyaayogo bhavathaam kim vichaarithah
Atthavaa laukikasthanme prichcchathah, saaddhu, bhanyathaam.”

“Now, here, have you got a full understanding of what you are doing, or
have you at least thought and analyzed a little bit about what you are going
to do and what you are doing? Oh, My dear father! Now, are you simply
following some old traditional practice blindly, or have you thought and
analyzed about what you are going to do now? Please give me a very
logically befitting answer.”

drq 34TH

Nandha Uvaacha (Nandhagopar Said):
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Pajjenyo BhagawaanIndhro Meghaasathasyaathmamoorththayah
Theabhivarshanthi bhoothaanaam praananam jeevanam payah.

Dhevendhra or Indhra Bhagawaan is the Lord and Controller of Rain. The
Clouds, who provide rainwater directly, are his personal representatives,
which provide happiness and means of sustenance to all living entities.
Water is most essential and unavoidable for maintenance of life for all

entities.
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Tham thaatha vayamanye cha vaarmmuchaam pathimEeswaram
Dhrevyaisthadhrethasaa sidhddhairyejanthe Krathubhirnnaraah.



My dear Son! Indhra is the Lord and Controller of Clouds, and he is the
cause of making rains by clouds on earth. We are able to get plants, fruits,
corn and other agricultural products because we receive sufficient rain at
appropriate times. Also, we are able to maintain cows and animals
because of his mercy. Therefore, we perform Yaagaas to appease Indhra
by offering those products we receive by his mercy.
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Thachccheshenopajeevanthi thrivarggaphalahethave
Pumsaam Purushakaaraanaam parjjenyah phalabhaavanah.

All the human beings of this earth are able to sustain their lives and
accomplish the Three-Fold aims of life like Ddharmma or Religiosity,
Arthttha or Economic Development and Kaama or Sense Gratification by
accepting the remnants, meaning the results obtained by performing the
Yaaga or Sacrifice, of sacrifices performed to Indhra. Thus, Indhra is the
Dhevatha or Dheva or Deity responsible for the fruitive success of
industrious, meaning Agriculturalists and Business, people.
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Ya evam visrijedhddharmmam paaramparyaagetham narah
Kaamaallobhaadhbhayaadhdhveshaath sav ai naapnothi
sobhanam.
My dear Son! This Ddharmma or Religious Principle is based on sound

tradition. Anyone who violates or rejects it out of lust, enmity, fear or greed
would certainly fail to achieve good fortune and progress in life.

K19 3ar=

SreeSuka Uvaacha (Sree Suka Brahmarshi Said):
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Vacho nisamya Nandhasya thatthaanyeshaam Vrajaukasaam
Indhraaya manyum jenayan pitharam praaha Kesavah.

After listening to the words of His father, Nandhagopar, and other elderly

Gopaas, Kesava or Sree Krishna Bhagawaan spoke to them as follows to
arouse anger in Indhra.
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SreeBhagawaanUvaacha (Sree Krishna Bhagawaan Said):

FHIT ST STeq: FHOE foefiad |
qE@ T AT A7 FHOETHTT | ¢ 31
13

Karmmanaa jaayathe jenthuh karmmaniava vileeyathe
Sukham dhuhkham bhayam kshemam karmmanaivaabhipadhyathe.

The cause of birth for all entities and elements are Karmma or Action. The

cause of destruction is also the same Karmma. Happiness or pleasure,
distress or pain, sense of security and fear are all the effects of Karmma.
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Asthi Chedheesvarah kaschith phalaroopyanyakarmmanaam
Karththaaram bhajathe soapi na hyakarththuh prebhurhi sah.



If there is an Eeswara or Lord or Controller who is capable of providing the
results or effects of One’s Karmma to another person who is inactive or
does not do any Karmma, then that Eeswara must depend on the One who
is performing Karmmaas or actions. See, if there is none performing any
action, then how can the bestower provide the result or effect of the action?
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KimIndhreneha bhoothaanaam svasvakarmmaanuvarththinaam
Aneese naanyatthaa karththum svabhaavavihitham nrinaam.

Based on the activities of previous life or lives and also of present life, all
the people are either enjoying happiness or suffering distresses as the
results or effects according to the activities. Indhra or Dhevendhra is not
capable of changing that order of fate or destiny. With that incapable
Indhra, what is there to gain or attain for the people on earth?
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Svabhaavathanthro hi jenah svabhaavamanuvarththathe
Svabhaavastthamidham sarvvam saDhevaAsuraMaanusham.

Every entity and element of this universe is under the total control of his
own or its own conditioned nature, and thus there is no way for anything or
anyone to deviate from nature. This entire universe, with all its Dhevaas or
gods, Asuraas or demons and Manushyaas or Maanushaas or human
beings, is based on the conditioned nature of the entities of the universe.
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Dhehaanuchchaavachaasnjjenthuh praapyothsrijathi karmmanaa
Sathrumithramudhaaseenah karmmaiva gururEeswarah.

When the life or soul leaves the material body of an entity, it assumes
either a higher or a lower-level material body of an entity based upon the
quality of its own Karmma. Therefore, our Karmma can be and is our own
enemy, our Karmma can be and is our own friend and our Karmma can be
and is neutral. Our Karmma is our Guru or Spiritual Master as well as our
Lord or God or Fate or Destiny.
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Thasmaath sampoojayeth karmma svabhaavastthah svakarmmakrith
Anjjasaa yena varththetha thadhevaasya hi Dhaiwatham.

Therefore, One must perform his own Karmma based upon his Varna
Aasrama Ddharmma or Varnnaasrama Ddharmma as stipulated or
prescribed in Vedhaas. One should seriously worship work. i.e. Work is
worship. That means a person should remain in the position corresponding
to his nature and should perform his own duty. That Karmma by which we
may live nicely with peace of mind is really our Worshipable deity.
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Aajeevyaikatharam bhaavam yesthvanyamupajeevathi
Na thasmaadhvindhathe kshemam, jaaram naaryasathee yetthaa.

If One Dheva or Deity is maintaining and sustaining our life and we offer
worship or Yaaga to another deity, then how can we attain the real benefit?
In that case we are just like an unfaithful woman who can never achieve
any real benefit by consorting with her paramour. [The Supreme Soul Lord
Sree Vaasudheva Sree Mahaa Vishnu Bhagawaan is One Who sustains



our lives. In that case why should we offer Yaaga to Indhra? That is what
Krishna is asking Nandhagopar.]
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Varththetha Brahmanaa Vipro, Raajanyo rekshayaa bhuvah,
Vaisyasthu vaarththayaa jeevechcchoodhrasthu Dhvijasevayaa.

A Braahmana must maintain his life by studying and teaching Vedhaas. A
Kshethriya or a Person of Royal Order should maintain his life by protecting
his kingdom or earth and taking care of his subjects. A Vaisya must
maintain his life by trade or business and cultivation. And a Soodhra must
maintain his life by serving higher classes like Dhvijaas or Braahmanaas,
Kshethriyaas and Vaisyaas.
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Krishivaanijyagorekshaa kuseedham thuryamuchyathe
Vaarththaa chathurviddhaa, thathra vayam govriththayoanisam.

The assigned occupational duties of a Vaisya are of four divisions like
commercial business, farming, cow protection and moneylending. Out of
those four, we as a community of Gopa, must always be engaged in cow

protection alone. [That is why Gopaas are called Gopaalakaas or
Gopaalaas.]
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Saththvam RejasThama ithi stthithyuthpaththayanthahethavah
Rejasothpadhyathe visvamanyonyam vividdham jegath.



The three qualities like Saththvam or Virtue or Goodness, Rejas or Passion
and Thamas or Ignorance are the cause of Creation or Manifestation,
Maintenance or Sustenance and Destruction or Dissolution, respectively.

In particular, the Rejas or mode of Passion creates this universe through
sexual combination of opposite genders and that causes it to become full of
variety.
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Rejasaa chodhithaa meghaa varshanthyambooni sarvvathah
Prejaasthaireva sidhddhyanthi, Mahendhrah kim karishyathi?

The groups of clouds will pour down sufficient rain at all over the places,
impelled by Rejoguna or the material modes of passion. And by these rain
falls all creatures gain their sustenance. Therefore, please think, what is
the role of Indhra here? [Indhra does not have and does not do anything
for rain fall.]
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Na nah puro jenapadhaa na graamaa na grihaa vayam
Nithyam vanaukasasthaatha, vanasailanivaasinah.

Oh, My Dear Father! We do not live in cities or towns or villages. We are
nomadic forest dwellers. We always live in the forests and hills.
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Thasmaadh gevaam Braahmanaanaamadhreschaarabhyathaam makhah



Ya Indhrayaagasambhaaraasthairayam saaddhyathaam makhah.

Therefore, Let us start or perform a Yaaga for the pleasure and benefit of
the Cows, Braahmanaas and for this portion of the earth covered by
Govardhddhana hill and forest area. Let us make use of the same
paraphernalia prepared for Indhra Yaaga for a Yaaga to appease
Govardhddhana hill.
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Pachanthyaam vividdhaah paakaah supaanthaah paayasaadhayah
Samyaavaapoopasashkulyah sarvvadhohascha grihnyathaam.

Let us cook many different types of tasty food items like pudding or sweet
rice, lentil and vegetable soup, many kinds of fancy cakes like both baked
and fried, and chips. Also, we must have all available dairy products for
this Yaaga.
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Hooyanthaamagnayah samyagBraahmanairBrahmavaadhibhih
Annam behuviddham thebhyoa dheyam vo ddhenudhekshinaah.

Let the learned Braahmanaas who are experts in conducting the Yaaga
immediately lit the fire and blaze it high for the Yaaga. We should give
them a sumptuous feast, cows, money and wealth as Dhekshina or reward
for conducting the Yaaga.
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Anyebhyaaschaasvachaandaalapathithebhyo yetthaarhathah
Yevasam cha gevaam dheththvaa giraye dheeyathaam belih.

We should also provide food for the fallen souls or outcastes like hunters
and tribal and Chandaalaas or dog-eaters, animals like dogs and we should
give sufficient grass to the cows and then present respectful and devotional
offerings to Govardhddhana Hill.
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Svalamkrithaa bhukthavanthah svanulipthaah suvaasasah
Predhikshanam cha kurutha Govipraanalaparvvathaan.

Everyone must cleanse by taking bath and then eat sumptuous meals and
thereafter very happily and joyfully in celebration mood, dressing beautifully
wearing decorations and ornaments make circumambulations around the
Cows, Braahmanaas and the Govardhddhana Hill, the King of Mountains
and Hills.
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Ethanmama matham thaatha, kriyathaam yedhi rochathe
Ayam GoBhraahmanaAdhreenaam mahyam cha dheyitho makhah.

My Dear Father and other Elderly Gopaas! This is My opinion. If you all
think that it is good and are all agreeable to My opinion, then we can
perform the Yaaga like that. But | tell you that My suggestion of this Yaaga
would be very pleasing for the Cows, Braahmanaas and
Govardhddhanaadhri and of course for Me also.
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SreeSuka Uvaacha (Sree Suka Brahmarshi Said):
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Kaalaathmanaa Bhagawathaa Sakradherppam jighaamsathaa
Proktham nisamya Nandhaadhyaah saaddhvagrihnantha thadhvachah.

Jegadheeswara Dhevakeesutha Vaasudheva Sree Krishna Bhagawaan is
the Time personified. Jegadheeswara Dhevakeesutha Vaasudheva Sree
Krishna Bhagawaan desired and wanted to destroy and remove the false
pride of Lord Indhra. So, when Vaasudheva Sree Krishna Bhagawaan
Who is Jegadheeswara Dhevakeesutha Vaasudheva Sree Krishna
Bhagawaan or The Supreme Soul Lord Sree Vaasudheva Sree Mahaa
Vishnu Bhagawaan spoke to Nandhagopar and other Gopaas like that,
they all accepted His words properly with respect and regards.
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Thatthaa cha vyedhaddhuh sarvvam yetthaaaaha Maddhusoodhanah
Vaachayithvaa svasthyayanam thadhdhrevyena GiriDhvijaan.
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Upahrithya baleen sarvvaanaadhrithaa yevasam gevaam
Goddhanaani puraskrithya Girim chakruh predhikshinam.
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Anaamsyanadudhyukthaani the chaaruhya svalamkrithaah
Gopyascha Krishnaveeryaani gaayanthyah sadhvijaasishah.

The Gopaas decided to perform the Yaaga as suggested by
Maddhusoodhana or Vaasudheva Sree Krishna Bhagawaan. They used all
the paraphernalia arranged for Indhra Yaaga to perform the new Yaaga.
First, they requested the Braahmanaas to chant Vedhic Manthraas and
sanctify and consecrate the Yaagasaala by sprinkling holy water. Then
they performed the Yaaga with the intention of providing pleasure and
auspiciousness to the Cows, Braahmanaas and Govardhddhanaadhri by
offering all Presaadhaas or Prasaadhaas or Grace prepared by the
consecrated paraphernalia with due respect and reverence. They fed the
Cows sufficiently with fresh grass. Then they, Gopaas, decorated the
Cows beautifully and arranged a wonderful procession as a festival of
celebration. Then they all boarded decorated bullock carts and made
circumambulation around Govardhddhanaadhri as suggested by
Maddhusoodhana Bhagawaan or Vaasudheva Sree Krishna Bhagawaan.
The Gopaas sang the glories and discoursed the wonderful activities and
greatness of Bhagawaan Krishna while thus circumambulating. And
completed the Yaaga very successfully.
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Krishnasthvanyathamam Roopam Gopavisrembhanam gethah
“Sailoasmee”thi bruvan bhoori belimaadhadh
brihadhvapuh.

Vaasudheva Sree Krishna Bhagawaan, son of Nandhagopar, took a very
huge human form and stood on the top of Govardhddhanaadhri and
declared: “I am the personified deity form of Govardhddhana” with the
intention of creating full faith in the minds of Gopaas. In that form He
consumed all the Presaadhaas offered to Him.
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Thasmai Namo Vrajajenaih saha chakreaathmanaaaathmane
“Aho pasyatha sailoasau roopee noanugreham
vyeddhaath.”

The Gopaas exclaimed: “It is so wonderful that Govardhddhanaadhri
assumed its personified form to provide us all auspicious blessings and
benediction! It is truly amazing!”

THISASTTAAT HeA T HTHEYT T R4 |
Sied STEH THEITH: QTHUT SATCHAT TaTH Il 31

37

“Eshoavajaanatho marththyaan kaamaroopee vanaukasah
Hanthi hyasmai namasyaamah sarmmane aathmaano gevaam.”

“This Mountain, Govardhddhana, who can take personified deity form
according to its wishes would definitely bring misfortune and
inauspiciousness and destroy all those who live here with disrespect and
despise it. Let us worship and offer respectful and devotional obeisance
and prostration to this Govardhddhanaadhri, the King of all mountains, for
the prosperity, auspiciousness and welfare for us as well as for our cows
and animals. Thus, they all prostrated Govardhddhana Giri.”
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Ithyadhrigodhvijamakham Vaasudhevaprenodhithaa
Yetthaa viddhaaya the Gopaah sahaKrishnaa Vrajam yeyuh.

Thus, having been inspired by Vaasudheva Sree Krishna Bhagawaan, the
Gopaas to properly execute the Yaaga to Govardhddhanaadhri and
performed the Yaaga accordingly. After that, the Cows, the Gopaas along



with Vaasudheva Sree Krishna Bhagawaan very happily returned to their
homes in the village of Vraja.
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Ithi Sreemadh Bhaagawathe Mahaa Puraane Paaramahamsyaam
Sambhithaayaam
DesamaSkanddhe Poorvvaardhddhe - [GovardhddhanaPooja
[IndhraYaagaBhamgam]] Naama ChathurvvimsathiThamoAddhyaayah

Thus, we conclude the Twenty-Fourth Chapter - In the First Half — Named
as [Worshipping Govardhddhana Mountain [Prohibiting and Breaking the
Yaaga Meant for Indhra by Gopaas]] Of the Tenth Canto of the Most Divine
and the Supreme Most and the Greatest Mythology Known as Sreemadh
Bhaagawatham.

Om Shree Krishnaaya Param Brahmane Namah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!
Om Namo Bhagavathe Vaasudhevaayah!



